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CHARLES HENRY, respectfully in- 
forms the public, that he ha is taken the store ¢ 
opposite Mr. R. Barker’s Hotel, and di- 
rectly under the Printing-Office, where he 
offers for sale a general assortment of 
School, Theological and Miscellaneous 
Books, of the latest editions. Also a rood 
assortment of Stationary, which will be 
sold on reasonable terms. : 

iVoodstoci:, July 12, 1820. 
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DOCTRINE, MORALITY, AND RELIGIOUS 
| INTELLIGENCE. 
— 
By SAMUEL ©. LOVELAND. 

) In my Father's house are many mansions.—J esus. 
, — pa EEE 
BBNo. 1.) JULY, 4820. [Vol. 1. 

— » aa nt = 

INTRODUCTION. 


IN presenting my friends and the public this new 
periodical work, I deem it proper to state something 
of its object and design. The .destitute situation of 
many societics in this and the adjoining States, re- 
quire for their assistance, the most unremitting and 
best directed labors of those. whose lives, in the gos- 
pel ministry, are devoted to their service. Nothing, 
we believe, has a greater tendency to promote the 
general interest of mankind than friendly intercourse ; 
and in no way can such intercourse be more advan- 
tageously supported, than by periodical publications. 
The different denominations of christians among us, 
have clearly seen this, and generally availed them- 
selves ofits benefits. ‘The Herald of Life and Im- 
mortality” by: brother Smith, and ““The Universatist 
Magazine” by brother Ballou, are vehicles of much 
good information ; but they cannot be made so easy 
of access to the brethren in this part of tlie country, 
48a publication among them. Vhe usefulness of 

No. T. Vol. 1. } 
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2 INTRODUCTION. 





those publications in the vicinity of Massachusetts, 


Cr 
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can afford no just argument against the existence of & , 
another in Vermont. ai 





The editor hopes none will have reason to com. 
plain that this work is not conducted with the mo- 
deration and candor that is suited to the dignity of 
the subjects it contains. He, however, wishes to 
have it understood, that he calculates this work on 
too general principles, to exclude every writer, who 
does not, in all points, agree with him. Hut each 
writer must consider himself accountable to the pub- 
lic for the ideas which he advances. Communica- 
tions from all denominations of christians will receive 
a place, when the editor can have the privilege of 
assigning the real name of the author. But adverse 
sentiments to those of the editor will not be admitted 
{o such a degree as to occupy a large portion of the 
Christian Repository. Its columns, according to 
what is promised in the title page, will he devoted, 
principally, to doctrine, morality, and religious in- 
telligence, mostly original from the pen of the editor 
and others. Obitual notices, interesting anecdotes, 
and aphorisms will occasionally finda place. The 
selection will be the best that he can make from the 
authors that are and shall fall into his hands. ‘Those 
pieces in the Christian Repository that have no sig: 
nature, or wnere no credit is given, will be under- 
stood to he from the editor. His object, in the work, 
is to be governed by the language of inspiration. 
He calculates to avoid strife, and to disagree with 
none, but those who, «s he thinks, disagree with the 
truth, and with themselves. 

With these views, the editor has now only to add, 
that he solicits the patronage of his brethren, that 
this work, through the divine blessing of God, may f 
be a mean of opening the eyes of the morally blind; § 
civing strength to the feeble; fortitude to the doubtful 
and fearful; consolation to the sorrowful; that ith 
imay powertully awaken from the slumber of sin, the 


















































































































The Christian Repository. 8 


careless and indifferent ; and afferd to all inquirers 


some dseful lessons of instruction in heavenly and 
divine things. 
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SERMON. WO. 1, 


GAL. TH. 8. And the scripterc, forcsecing thai 
God would justify the heathen through fath, preached 
before the gospel unto Abrahwa, saying, In thee shall 
cll nations be blessed. 

In this passage we find an account of a brief Ser- 
won preached unto Abraham by the scripture; and 
the same which it preached to Abraham, by the kind 
providence of Gol, it preaches tous. As people 
are much in a habit of talking about a good Sermon, 
so we Will indulge some scriptural ohservations on 
‘his, which is one of the greatest that ever was 
preached, In this sermon are three important bran- 
ches ; 

ist. Abraham, in whom the blessing shall exist. 

2d. All nations, to whom the bles te ing shall be 
sranted. 

Sd. The blessing alself. 

1. This blessing comes not from Abraham di- 
rectly in his own person, but from Abraham’s seed. 
see Gen. xxi. 18. “And in thy seed shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast 
obeyed my voice.” “Now to Abraham.” says St. 
Paul, “and his seed were the promises made.” He 
saith not, and to seeds, as of many; but as of one, 
And to thy sced, which is Christ, Gal. iii. 16. Now 
our Sermon reads to us, Andin Curistr shall the na- 
tions of the earih be blessed. 

li. ‘‘AH nations.” One of my friends understands 
this collectively and not individually. He says, it 
means some of all nations. But why did not the 
sacred writer use the phrase, “all nations,” in its 
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most natural sense, as he does in conversing about it! 
For if we limit it in his expression, it would read, 
Lt means some of some of all nations, &c. till its 
meaning would be destroyed. But all the nations of 
the earth, mean all the families of the earth, Gen. xij, 
3; and all the families of the earth mean all the kin- 
dreds of the earth, Acts iit. 25. If an individual cap 
be found that is not a kindred to some of the fami 
lies of the earth, we must acknowledge, that indivi 
dual may be excluded from the blessing of Christ; 
vut not without, according to promise. Adam was, 
properly, of the earth, because he was formed of the 
2arth and lived upon the earth. We are further in- 
siructed that ‘‘God hath made of one blood all nations 
of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth,” Acts 
xvil. 23. This proves the kindred relation of all the 
gations that dwell on all the face of the earth by ‘one 
vlood,” according to scripture. To find an irrela- 
tive, therefore, we must oblain one out of the nations 
of the earth, who has never dwelt upon the face of 
‘he earth. Unless such can be found, “all the kin- 
Jred of the earth,’? must mean at least, as much as 
all the individuals of the human family. We can 
now read our brief Sermon again, 4nd in Christ shall 
all the ktndreds of ihe “one blood” that dwell on all the 
tace of the carth, be blessed. 

Ij{. We consider the blessing. If any one wish 
to confine this blessing to temporal favors, he is re- 
minded, it is tocome through Christ. If only tem- 
poral blessings come through Christ, what becomes 
of the saint’s hope of life and immortality ? But if 
we look for spiritual blessings through Christ, who is 
prepared to say the blessing to all nations contains 
not spiritual favors? Let us attend to St. Peter’s 
explanation in Acts iil. 26. “Unto you first, God, 
having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless 
you, ti turning away cvery one of you from his in- 
quilics.” The blessing here spoken of is the same 


aa that contained in the promise to Abraham. Thijs 
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i3 evident from the preceding verse. ‘To be turned 
away from iniquity is a spiritual and saving act. 
No person can be both in iniquity and turned away 
from it, at the same time. Consequently, every one 
who is turned away from iniquity is saved from int- 
quity. The blessing through Jesus, the Son of God, 
is the turning of his people from iniquity. He came 
to seek and to save that which was lost, which being 
a blessing in or through him, is no doubt the blessing 
promised to Abraham. He came not to destroy 
men’s lives but to save them: The blessing is nof 
then to be interpreted, so as to embrace the destruc- 
tion of men’s lives. God sent not his Son, the seed 
of Abraham, to condemn the world; but that the 
world through him might be saved. ‘This proves 
salvation te be embraced in the blessing of Abraham. 

Now, I think it will not be disagreeable to give 
our brief Sermon another reading. And tin thy seed 
which is Christ, shall all the kindreds of the one blood 
that divell on ali the face of the carth, be blessed in 
being turned away from vaguity. 

A few things more we wil! notice concerning this 
Sermon. 

1. it-contains a prontise that Ged made to Abra- 
iam. 

2. ‘This promise is pronounced unconditionally 
from the mouth of Jehovah. : 

3. Itisa covenant, CONFIRMED before the giv- 
ing ef ihe law, ef God in Christ, Gal. iii. 15. St. Paul 
siys, *Lhough it be but a man’s covenant, yet if it 
be conjirmed, no man disananuileth,or addeth thereto.’’ 
This he calls speaking after the manner of men: 
{hat is, using a human argument, oran argument ‘ad 
hominem. Wf this be true ofa man’s covenant. when 
confirmed, what shall we think of the ‘‘covenant that 
was confirmed before of God in Christ?’ Whoean 
make it void ?. St. Paul informs us “The law which 
was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot dis- 
annulit, that it should make the promise of none 
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effect.” “For the promise that he should be the 
heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, 
through the law, but through the righteousness of 
faith. Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by 
grace ; to the end the promise might be sure to all 
the seed: not to that only whichis of the law, but 
to that also which is of the faith of Abraham, whois 
the Father of us all, (As it is written, 1 have made 
thee a futher of many nations) before him whom he 
believed, even God who quickeneth the dead, and 
calleth those things which be not, as though they 
were,” Gal. iii. 17. Rom. iv. 13, 16,17. Aftera 
careful ;:erusal of the apostle’s argument, can any 
one candidly say, the fulfilment of this promise is on 
the condition of faith ? It is to be accomplished by 
faith, but the confirmation of the covenant, must put 
all conditions out of the question. Shculd one ask, 
‘what if some men do not believe?” In our turn 
we ask, “Shall their unbelief make the faith of God 
without effect ?’ St. Paul answers, “God forbid : 
yea, let God be true; but every man a liar,” Rom. 
iii. 4. 
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Interpretation of Parables. No. 4. 


The unjust Steward commended. Luke xvi. 1—1S. 
‘And he said also to his disciples, There was a cer- 
tain rich man which had a steward; and the same 
was accused unto him that he had wasted his goods. 
And he called him, and said unto him,” &c. 

As parables are a kind of comparison for the more pun- 
gent application of the doctrine taught by them, much 
depends in explaining them,on the connexion,in which 
they are found. ‘The reader is therefore, solicited to 
suspend his decision, in favour, or against, this inter- 
pretation of the above parable, until suitable attention 
has been paid to that point. Nor will it be lost time 
to consider that the cireumstance which ts chosen as 
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a similitude, was supposed to be well understood by 
those to whom it was delivered, as well as those, whe 
were both reprimanded and instructed by hearing it. 
The more accurate knowledge. they had of the sub- 


ject introduced as a comparison, the more likely they 


would be, to discover the analogy between that and 
the thing by it exemplified. At least, we may infer 
that, if they were ignorant of the former, they could 
not thereby have an illustration of the latter. And 
likewise, in that case, two explanations would have 
been necessary ; the one, to explain the circumstance 
introduced, and the other, to exhibit the analogy in 
the comparison. By the ready application which 
the Pharisees male of the parable under consider- 
ation, it is evident they needed no assistance in 
understanding either of the foregoing particulars ; but 
rightly apprehended the divine Teacher’s meaning. 
Though the address was directed to the disciples, 
doubtless its principal design was, to reprove the 
Pharisees and opposers of Jesus, for their covetous- 
ness aud illiberality. 

As they were unfaithful and ungenerous in the 
earthly mammon, it evinced the impropriety of their 
being put in possesion of the heavenly riches. And 
since no man can serve two masters, at the same time, 
to make them the faithful servants of Christ, till they 
were discharged from their slavery to the world, was 
impossible. ‘To render this interpretation the more 
easily understood, we shall descend to particulars. 

1. The Saviour represented himself by the rich 
man, who had a steward. His wealth consisted of 
what in the parable is denominated the true riches.— 
He sustains about the same character as in Matt. 
ch. xxv. | 4th verse, where he is represented by the 
“man travelling into a far country, who called to him 
his servants. and delivered to them his goods.”” The 
scriptures frequently mention this kind of affluence, 
in distinction from that of the world. ‘God who is 
rich in merey—though Jesus was rich—the unsear- 
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chable riches of Christ,” and much more to the samp 
import. 


2. His disciples are represented by the steward who wa; § 


accused of injustice. A steward is a person employed in 


the service of a superior, to whom he is accountable for 
a faithful discharge of his duty ; these, in an especial 
manner, who are intrusted with the provision for a 
Lord’s household, to deal to every one a portion of 
meat in due season, are called stewards. ‘Ani 
the Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise 
steward, whom his lord shall make ruler over all his 
household, to give each a portion of meat in due 
season! Blessed is that servant whom his lord wher 
he cometh shall find so doing,’ Luke xii. 42, 43. Let 
a mea so account of us as of the ministers of Christ, 
and stewards of the mysteries of God. “Moreover, it 
is required in stewards that a man be found faithful,” 
3 Cor. iv. 1, 2. Faithfulness in the distribution of 
the master’s goods, according to his directions, is the 
first trait in the conduct of a just steward. ‘Use 
hospitality towards one another without grudging.— 
As every man hath received the oift, even so min- 
ister the same one to another, as good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God.”? 1 Pet. iv. 9, 10. As the 
servant of a lord, who had been exalted in point of 


privileges, would be liable to be called to an account 


fer the manner in which he had provided for his fel- 
low servants, ind oa that account ought to maintain a 


habitual faithfuluess, so should the disciples of the 


Lord consider themselves as under alike accounta- 
bility to their great Lord and master; and so mucl 


ihe more ag they were surrounded by the most crafty 
and eagle-eyed adversaries. They were to manifesta 
liberal heart in the bestowment of such as they had. 
For if they were “unfaithful in the unrighteous mam- 


mon, who would commit to them the true riches ?”’ 
3. The Scribes and Pharisees are represented as 


bringing an accusation against Christ’s servants for 
having wasted his goeds. Af it should appear on ex- 
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gmination, that the charge is well supported, the ser- 
vant will undoubtedly meet with a proper chastisement. 
We who said, “gather up the fragments that nothing 


be wasted or lost.’ will not countenance the alleged 







. gonduct. Behold the result. ‘The Lord commended 
oe the unjust steward, because he had done wisely.”— 
f But did he not retract on mature reflection, and be- 






eome less profuse in the use of his lord’s goods? Did 


he not restrain his generosity, deafen his ear to the 
eries of the needy, and shut hw eyes on the wid 
ew and her weeping, breadiess family ? Above all, 
was he not unusually strict and severe in collecting 
his lord’s debts; bringing every one to immediate set- 
tlement and payment? Let us listen to his adjustment 
of accounts, for a moment, that we may not be mis- 
taken. 

Here comes one of his lord’s debtors. Hear his ~ 
question; “How much owest thou unto my lord ?” 
The poor man gravely answers, “An hundred meas- 
ures of oil.”” Then said_the steward, ‘*Take thy bill 
and sit down quickly and write filly.” Thus you see, 
dear reader, that so far from diminishing his charities, 
or becoming more prucent in the use of his lord’s goods, 
the steward eatended his liberality to an unusual 
degree. Even where a debt was justly due, he abat- 
ed one half, one fifih, or any other part, according to 
the condition of the debtors. And even in this pro- 


fusion of beneficent conferments. he reeeived the 


most cordial approbation of his master. The infer- 
ence is, that he was wrongfully accused. The charge 


was by no means supported; go far from it,a distribution 
of favors, copious in comparison with what they called 
wastefulness, was highly approved. Pharisaie illib- 
erality ascribes every act to wastefulness which is 
compatible with real. heaven-born charity. It 
attributes the opprobrium of injusitce to all characters 


who do not conform to the miser’s notion of pru- 
dence. The Pharisee says in his heart. “God, I 
fhank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortion- 
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ers, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publiean” or 
steward. His charity consists in fasting, paying 
tithes, and making long prayers. ‘That spirit which 
influenced the opposers of Jesus to watch him witha 
vulture’s eye, and strive to poison his character with 
satanic venom, could readily descry waste, injustice 
and crime in his followers. But the accusation js 
proved to be a calumny, not only by the commenda- 
tion given the steward by theJord, but also, by his 
persuasive exhortation to his fellows, to endeavor to 
maintain a character analogous tothat in the parable. 
As the steward, represented unjust, gave proof of his 
faithfulness, by a liberal distribution to the needy, so 
should they make to themselves friends of the mam- 
mon of this world, that when other means should fail, 
ihey might be received into durable habitations. 
‘!‘he Pharisees, who considered themselves “children 
of the light,’ were not 80 wise as this steward, and 
the children of this world, by him represented. 

4. The parable under consideration was inteuded 
asa reprimand oo the opposers of eur Lord; and ‘he 
who knows map, and what Is in him, spake not in 
vain. They acknowledged themseives intended. 
And well they might, since they were guilty ina 
‘wo-fold sense. First, as it respected temporal riches 
of which they possessed much; and, secondly, in re- 
lation to the riches and blessings cf the legal dispen- 
sation, which they parsimonious!y claimed to them- 
selves, unwilling that others should participate its 
benefits. As they had proved themselves unfaithful 
in that which was another’s temporal, worldly riches, 
how could they expect to come in possession of the 
real spiritual riches of the promises, which they called 
their own, having them bequeathed by Moses ? 

To prevent all confusion. the Saviour stated dis- 
(inctly that no man can serve two masters, or God 
and mammon, at the same time. ‘he Pharisees, 
instead of using their riches in a prudent and rational 
manner, rendering them serviceable to themselves 
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and others, perverted their use, and became servants 
and even slaves, to that which ought to have served 
them: and thereby became incapacitated for serving 
their “Father in heaven” If they had obeyed the 
divine teacher, imparted their goods to the poor, the 
needy. making themselves friends thereby, the earth- 
ly mammon would have served them; and they could 
zo forward with a servant to assist them in the cause 
of God. 

When we consider the conduct of those, justly ac- 
cused in the foregoing parable, at the time it was deliv- 
ered, we shall not hesitate in the application. The 
wounded bird will flutter while others move not 
their wings. “And the Pharisecs also, who were 
covetous heard all these things, and they derided him.” 
We expected the cuiprit would plead not guilty—but 
to what purpose? The steward wrongfully accused, 
defends himself, is exonerated from the charge, and 
comes Off in flying colours; the accuser is convicted 
of crime, and discriminated with deserved infamy. 
The voice which said, “Judge not that ye be not 
judged, for with what measure ye mete it shall be 
measured to you again,” has proved to be the voice 
of truth, wisdom and love. 

Grateful would it be to the christian cause, if ifs 
votaries would profit by the foregoing example. Let 
those who are made stewards of this world’s goods 
exhibit a similar kind of prudence with the foregoing 


accused, but commended steward. 
Retr ak GHEE EE 
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Bishop Lowth’s translation of the 53d chapter 
of Isatah. 


i Wuo hath believed our report ; 


And to whom hath the arm of Janoyan been mani-, 


fested ? 

2 For he groweth up in their sight like a tender 
sucker ; 

And like a root from a tbirsty soil : 

He hath no form, nor any beauty, that we should re- 
gard him; 

Nor is his countenance such, that we should desire 
him. 

3 Despised, nor accounted in the number of men; 

A man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 

As one that hideth his face from us : 

He was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

4 Surely our infirmities he hath born: 

And our sorrows, he hath carried them ; 

Yet we thought him judicially stricken ; 

Smitten of God and afflicted. 

5 But he was wounded for our transgressions ; 

Was smitten for our iniquities : 

Vhe chastisement, by which our pcace is effected 
was laid upon him: 

And by his bruises we are healed. 

6 We all of us iike sheep have strayed ; 

We have turned aside, every one to his own way ; 

And Jenovan hath made to light upon him the in- 
iquity of us all. 

7 It was exacted, and he wes made answerable: and 
he opened not his mouth : 

As a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 

And as a sheep before his shearers, 

Is dumb ; so he openeth not his mouth. 

3 By an oppressive judgment he was taken off; 

And his manner of life who would declare ? 

For he was cut off from the land of the living ; 
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Vor the transgression of my people hefwas smitten 
to death. 

9 And his grave was appointed with the wicked; 

But with the rich man was his tomb. 

Although he had done no wrong, 

Yeither was there any guile in his mouth ; 

10 Yet it pleased Jenov au to crush him with af- 
fliction. 

iif his soul shall make a propitiatory sacrifice, 

© He shall see a seed, which shall prolong their days, 

}And the gracious purpose of Jewovan shall prosper 
in his hands. 

11 Of the travail of his soul he shall see [the fruit.’ 

and be satisfied : 

By the knowledge of him shall my servant justify 
many ; 

For the punishment of their iniquities he shall bear. 

12 Therefore will 1 distribute to him the many for 
his portion : 

And the mighty people shall he share for his spoil : 

Because he poured out his soul unto death: 

And was numbered with the transgressors : 

And he bare the sin of many ; 

And made intercession for the transgressors. 





“No Repentance after death.” 


We are frequently told by the believers in the 
endless misery of ihe wicked, it is impossible that all 
men can be saved, because there is no repentance 
after death. But before we yield this question to our 
Opposers, we deem it no impropriety to require the 
testimony, which they have to support it. Why is 
it not as much their duty to prove it true, as it is ours 
to prove it false? If they wish to insist upon it. it 
evidently is more so. It is their duty to make it ap- 
pear in strength of argument, equal to the voice by 


which it has heen frequently vociferated. W ithout 
No. 1. Vol. I. 2 
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this they have no reason to expect the frequent ¢ 
sertion of “Vo repentance after death,” to be the conighe 
clusion of the whole matter. ep 
We shall not attempt to maintain the salvation dime 
sinners without repentance. Repentance towanppni 
God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ, we begto 
lieve to be the road to salvation. Commentatongipre 
agree in considering repentance to be a sorrowing {ample 
sin, or what is conceived a fault, in consequenee of the 
calamities procured by it; and this always from: 
sense of suffering, if not at all times from a divine 
sense of its opposition to real holiness and felicity. 
From this definition, as it is universally acknowledg ‘0 
ed, repentance implies a change of mind. This ko 
considered true in all cases, in which it is applied to—y! 
man. This definition of repentance is easily gath- J iin 
ered from the words of St. Paul in 2 Cor. vii. 8, 9, 10. & x0 
“For though I made you sorry with a letter, I do not Bth 
repent, thouch | did repent: for I perceive that the Bm 
same epistle hath made you sorry, though it were but 
fora season. Now I rejoice, not that ye were made & * 
sorry, but that ye gorrowed" to repentance: for ye B28 
were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might e 
receive damage by us in nothing. For godly sorrow § > 
works the repentance to salvation not to be repented & ¢ 
of: but the sorrow of the warld worketh death.” In Bt 
this passage we find St. Paul states he did repent for t 
one thing, for which, when he wrote, he did not re- 
pent. What could this be, but a change of mind 
with sorrow? But when he had learned the happy 
consequences of his letter, he said, ‘‘Now I rejoice.” 
The repentance ef his brethren, he describes likewise 
as embracing sorrow ; and being after a godly man- 
ner. it led them to desire godliness, which was 4 
change of mind from former desires. Godiy sOTroW, 
working repentance not to be repented of, seems ‘to 
imply, that there may be a repentance of which mea 
ought to repent. A repentance of this kind also em- 
braces an anxious or sorrowfn! desive ; though it be 
for things that are not salutary. 
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: Bsau’s case, who “when he would have inherited 
‘ongahre blessing.was rejected ; for he found no place for 
epentance, though he sought it carefully with tears,” 
1 merits consideration in this place. ‘The opposers of 
arepniversal salvation will find this an unfortunate choice 
befo prove there is nu repentance after death; for we 
sre told from sacredt authority, that Isaac by faith 
faibiessed Esau as well as Jacob concerning things to 
thimcome. If Esau be eternally damned, he could not 
ame blamed concerning things tocome. If he receive 
nemot the blessing concerning things to come by 
repentance in this life, our opposers are at liberty 
gz: 'o conclude, whether he receives the blessing 
iso God through repentance in the life to come, or 
to whether he receives it without repentance. But I 
h- Find it to be an opinion of the learned, that Esau did 
). B uot seek his own repentance in this Case, but his fa- 
tBther’s, He sought with tears to change his father’s 
e® mind, but found no place. 
t The instance of the rich in hades, seems every 









‘On 


e & vay descriptive of penitence and benevolence, though 

¢ & bis prayer could not be answered. He was inform- 

ted, to comply with his prayer for his brethren, would 

iB se useless. Although his request for himself was 

| & tenied, yet Abraham condescended very familiarly 
io talk with him, and allowed him to call himself fa- 
ther, and returned the friendly compliment, soo.— 
He told him, he should realize his situation and 
Lazarus’, but a proper change of circumstances; 
that as he put himself to no inconvenience to feed 
Lazarus, he ought not then to expect him to submit 
to the inconvenience attending his situation to relieve 
him. Abraham informed him of the impassable gulf, 
but with all the plainness of his usual faithfulness, 
never told him it should be there eternally. 


A text in Ecclesiastes ix. 10, is sometimes used to 
prove no repentance after death. The words are 


these ;*Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it 
with thy might; for there is no work, nor device rer 
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knowl dge, nor wisdom, in the grave whether thoy 
goest.”” The “candiu will easily perceive that this 
text goes as fully to prove, there is no pain or misery 
alter death, as no rep entance; for where there is no 
unowledge or wisdom, there is neither felicity nor 
intelicity, but a silent rest. 

Eeciles. xi. 3, “If the clouds be full of rain, they 
empty themselves upon the earth: and if the tree 
lal! toward the south or toward the north, in the place 
where the tree faileth, there it shall be.” The ap- 


plication of this scripture to a futere stale, is without 
any authority from the connexion in which it is found. 


The preceding verses encourage liberality. If then 
we may judge front this counexion, the idea is, that as 
taturally as clouds fall cof rain, empty themselves 
uper the earth, and the tree is found in the place 
where it falis, so naturally would the liberal find their 
reward. 
Who is so weli acquainted with fature existence a3 
io be able to determine that the wicked are incapable 
cf repentance ? should we admit the idea, it is easy 
io be scen that consequences unfavorable to the com- 





mon sentiment of en dies misery would foliew. If 


the wicked be incapable of repentance, they must be 
ineapable of sorrow for past inig juity ; and incapable of 
a desire to be mace betier. They must be incapable 
of mourning, that iheir wickedness brought them to 
iheir destined situation. In short they: must be tole: 
rably centented with their eendition, though in com 
parison with bliss and giory, it be a miserable one. 
That these conclusions are fair, is evident from the 
following definitions ef repentance, which are in pet- 
‘eet agreement with the explanation already given. 
‘Repentance is either Gistress and troubles for the 
‘ sami 3 procured by sin; or a godly sorrow for sin 
on account of its malignant nature,.and offensiveness 
fo God. which is accompanied with an hatred to sin 
vida love of hcHness.” 


RurrerwortH’s CoNcOHDANCE. 
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“To repent as applied to men, is with grief to 
change one’s mind to what is thought more proper.” 
“Men’s repentance is a change of mind, earnestly 
wishing something undone that is done.” 
Woop’s Bisxie Dictionary. 


Should we account the wicked capable of all the 
sorrow Of repentance and yet no pardon can be ex- 
tended to them, it would seem to fill all nature with 
horror. ‘God mill have all men to be saved, and to 
come unto the knowledge of the truth,” but cannot or 
will not forgive the sorrowing penitent. - ‘He is not 
willing that any should perish, but that all should 


‘come to repentance,” and yet will not relieve the 


penitent from his sorrowful and perishing condition. 
Xe not these ideas lead to irreconcilable difficulties ? 


—_—_— -—— 


To the Editor of the Christian Repository. 


BROTHER, 


{s you requested me to fling in my mite for the encourage. 
nent ef your contemplated publication, I have made the 
) “Mowing brief extract, from a volume in my possession, 
vhich I hope will be as pleasing to your readers, as it is 
instructive to me. Your acceptance or rejection of this, 
will determine, in my mind, whether you suppose such 
paintings from the pencil of rhetoric, will be both orna- 
menial and useful to your pamphlet. Not doubting you 


better judgment, I wait your decision. 


R. 8. 
od 


Eloquence. 


“Tae pereuasive and irresistible powcr of elo- 
quence, has been handed down to us from the highest 
antiquity. From the time of Aaron, the high-priest 
of Israel; frem Nestor and Ulysses, military com- 
manders of Greece, numerous public speeches, in dif- 
ferent ages and countries, have displayed the ccm- 
Manding force of eratory. The thunder of Demos- 
thenes overated the Athenian muititade, and the 
— 
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pathos of Tully extorted a favorable sentencé frot, 
the mighty Cesar. Nor has the christian church 
been destifute of sacred orators, who have sometimes 
had more influence in society than kings or conquer- 


ors; who have given a new moral agmplexion to the 


people they addressed. The opinions, passions and 
actions Of men hive been swayed as a field of wheat 
before the northern blast. 

“Though the eferts were delelerious; we may 
Jearn the amazing power of eloquence from Peter the 
Hermit. He had visited the holy land, the city of 
Jerusalem. and the tomb of his Savior. He had 
wiinessed the sufferings of christians in that country. 
With his heart penetrated and overwhelmed with the 
subject, he returned to Europe. Traversing the na- 
tions of christendcem, he exhorted them to deliver 
their brethren from Mahometan oppression. Expres- 
“ive of his deep concern, and readiness to endure any 
hardships for the relief of the suffering christians, his 
head was bare, his feet were naked, and his meagre 
body was wrapped ina coarse garment. ‘Thousands 
thronged around him; he described the woes of the 
saints in Jerusalem, and Europe was roused. He 
mentioned the profanation of the Saviour’s tomb, and 
they were melied into tears. He conjured them to 
prove themseives the soldiers of Jesus Christ, and 
they enlisied mnder the banners uf the cross ; he sigh- 
el, and millions marched to the holy land. The 
mai.c enthusiast inspired the passions, which he 
felt. | 

“It is not haifa century since Whifefieli! blazed 
through the British empire. Though he had no re- 
marRable charms of person or voice, yet he was an 
orator, and like a new star in the heavens he attract- 
ed every eye; all gazed as ifa comet was sailing 
throuch the heavens. Though he gave no remarka- 
bie juminous or profound views of religious subjects, 
vet such was the enchantment of his eloquence, that 
every ear fistened, as if an angel spoke. ie was in 
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grnest, his heart glowed with christian benevolence, 
and he persuaded men fo be reconciled to God. 

“Dr. Wheelock possessed the genuine spirit of 
rimitive christianity. He was fired with apostolic 
veal for ihe glory of God and the salvation of men.” 
‘Possessing a lively imagination. a warm heart, and 
a deep concern for immortal souls, the impetuosity of 
his eloquence often presented common and Well 
known truths, with all the irresistible charms of no- 
relly. When he proclaimed the curses of the law; 
when he warned sinners of the approaching wrati: of 
God, they seemed to stand as on the base of Sinai; 
the pulpit was cloathed in thunder; the coruscations 
of truth were as forked lightning, and with one voice 
they cried. * What shall we do to be saved?’ When 
he addressed the humble saint his voice was that of 
ihe angels, who welcomed the spirits of the just to 
mansions not made with hands. The trembling 
penitent looked to the cross to behold the lamb of 
God; he was cheered with hope; he was filled with 
joy at his approaching glory.” 


oe ee 


Proceedings of the Eastern -4ssotiation. 
Pa) : 
in {S14 


Tar minister:, messengers, and delegates, com- 
posing the eastern association of Universalists, met 
accordiug {0 previous adjournment, at the Masonic- 
Hail, in Livermore, (Ae.) on the 30th of June, 1319, 
and epened the meeting by solema and devout 
prayer, and suppiicatioa to God, by bréther Joseph 
Butterfielil. 

Then proceeded to organize the Council. 

Chose Br. Juseru Berrerrie.n. Moderator, 

Barziuvat Srarerer, Clerk. 
Bensamin Fosver, Assistant Clerk 


~ 





¥ 
} 


20 The Christian Repository. 


Read the letters from the several branches of this 
association, and learned that the harvest is truly 
plenteous, but the faithful labourers of the Lord Jesus, 
comparatively few. A spirit of general inquiry pre- 
vails in this eastern section’ of the Lord’s herit tage. 
Although the messengers of Zion, who publish sal va- 
tion in the name of the Lord, are not many, yet God 
hatlf not left himself without witness, in that he duet) 
good unto the children of men, sending them rain 
from heaven, and fruitful seasons. filling their hearts 
with food and gladness. And our prayer te Goil for 
Israel is, that they may be saved, for which reason 
we unfeignediy invoke the Lord of the harvest. to 
raise up, qualily and send forth jucicious and faithful 
tabourers into his vineyard, whom he shall delight to 
own and abundahtly bless. 

‘he counctl then proceeded to pass the following 
votes, viz. 

is. That any orall the brethren belonging to regu- 
Far societies in this association be permitted to vote 
in this meeting. 

23. That, pursuant toa request of the brethren 
eomposing the Universalian society in Lewiston, 
(Me.) Brothers Barzillai Streeter, Elias Smith, and 
Comfort Smith, be appointed to make out a catalogue 
of books, for the formation and establishment of 4 
theological, social library, treating upon the subject of 
the infinite benevolence of the Father of all mercies, 
made known in the final redemption of a!] mankind 
from sin and misery, to universal holiness and conse- 
quent happiness. 

3d. That any brother, wishing to have, at the next 
association, any question discussed which to him ap- 
pears ebscure, may have the privilege of forwarding 
the same to the clerk, which shall be inserted in this 
circular, if by him thought worthy. 

4th. That our next angual association be holden 
two days successively. 
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5th. That each society pay their proportionable 
art to defray the expences of this publication. 

éth. That Br. B. Streeter superintend the publish- 
ing of the proceedings of this meeting. 

ith. Adjourned this association. to be holden at 
Parid, ( Mle.) on the last Wednesday and Thursday of 
June, 1820, and closed the labotirs of the Council, in 
devoul thanksgiving to God for his divine benignity, 
through our association, council, and labours; By our 
beloved Br. Elias Smith. ‘The public service in the 
morning, was attended as follows : 

Br. J. Butterfield, introductory prayer and sermon. 
Text, Rev. xiv. 6, 7. 

Br. Barzillai Streeter gave thanks toGod. Pubdlic 
service P. M. 

Br. Elias Smith, introductory prayer and sermon. 
Text, Heb. ti. 14, 15. 

Br. Fayette Mace closed the meeting in thanksgiv- 
ing and prayer at ihe threne of grace. 
JOSEPH BUTTERFIELD, Moderator. 
BARZILLAI STREETER, Clerk, 


WN. B. The two following questions were, by re- 
quest. inserted with their proceedings, for discussior 
at the next session The Editor hopes to be able te 


give the result of their discussions on the subject, in 


the next number, which will afford us some ideas of 
the views of the brethren in that part of the country. 


Ist. Does the fore-knowledge of God universally 
control the actions of man: or was every action of 
man absolutely fixed by the Deity, previous to the 
creation of Adana ? 

2d. Will any of the descendants of Adam be 
Punished after temporal death, for deeds done before ? 











heart, lungs, and arteries: but these are not human 
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Two persons in conversation, the one a believer 
in the salgation of all men, and the other in the op- 
posite doctrine, the question was asked by the latter 
with much assurance of difficulty on the part of his 
tiend, what do you think will become of a man that 
dies, being dead drunk ? Sir, said his friend, if there 
be no alteration after death, I do not see but he must 
be dead drunk eternally. 


pn 


Of Man’s active and moval Powers, taken 
from the Elemenis of Moral Science, by James Be- 
attte, L. L. D. Professor of moral Philosophy and 
Logic in the Marischal Cellege and University of 
Aberdeen. 


AcTion implies motion; but there may be motion 
1s in aclock, where, properiy speaking, there is no 
agent. Many motions necessary to life are contin- 
ually going on in the human body; as those of the 















actions."because man is net the cause of them. For 
the same reason, breathing, and the motion of the 
eyelids, are not actions ; because, though we may act 
for a little tirie in suspending them, for the purpose 
of seeing or hearing more accurately, they commonly 
go on without any care of ours; and, while they do so, 
we are, in regard to them, not active, but passive. 

In like manner, the casual train of thought, which 
passes through the mind in a reverie is not action; 
but when we interrupt if, in order to fix our view 
upon a particular object, that interruption, and the 
attention consequent upon it, are mental! actions. 
Recollection is another, and investigation a third ; 
but a remembrance occurring to us, without any ex- 
ertion on our part, is not action, and our minds in re- 
ceiving it, or becoming conscious of it, are as really 
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passive, as the eye is in receiving the images of those 
visible things that pass before it when it is open. Nor 
ig the mere perception of truth or falsehood a mental 
action, any more than the mere perception of hard- 
ness: the stone, which we feel, we must feel while 
it presses Upon Us ; and the proposition, which our 
judgment declares to be true, we must, while we at- 
tend to it and itg evidence, perceive to be true. But 
toexert our reason in endeavouring to find out the 
truth, or to be wilfully inattentive to evidence, are 
actions of the mind ; the one laudable, and becoming 
our rational nature the other unmanly and iinmoral. 
All action is the work of an agent, that is, of a 
being who acts; and every being who acts is the be- 
ginner of that motion which constitutes the action. 
The bullet that kills a man. the explosion that makes 
it fly, thé sparkles from the flint which produce the 
explosion, and the Collision of the flint and steel 
whereby the sparkles are struck out, are none of them 
agents, all being passive and equally so; nor is it the 
finger operating upon the trigger that begins the mo- 
tion, for that is in like manner a passive instrument: it 
is the mind, giving to the finger direction and energy, 
which is the first mover in this business, and therefore 
is, properly speaking. the agent. And if we were to 
be supernaturally informed, that the mind thus ex- 
erted was made to do so by the secret but irresistible 
impulse of a superior being, we should instantly de- 
| clare that being the agent, and the mind as really a 
passive instrument, as the finger or the gunpowder. 
To ask therefore, and the question is almost as old 
as philosophy itself, whether man in any of his ac- 
tions be a free agent, seems to be the same thing as 
to ask, whether or not man be capable of action. ‘T’o 
every action, using the word in its proper sense, it is 
essential to be free ; necessary agency (unless we take 
the word in a figurative sense, as when we say, the 
agency of the pendulum regulates the clock) is as ree! 
4 contrasliction in terms as free slave. If every mo. 
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tion in our mind and body is necessary, then we never 
move ourselves; and those moticns, which are com. 
monly called human actions, are not the actions of 
men, but of something else. which, according to the 
language of this theory, we must term necessity. 'T'o 
be an active heing. is to have a power of beginning 
motion ;. to act, or to be an agent, is to exert that 
power. Brutes have a power of beginning motion; 
which, being in them not accompanied with any 
sense of right and wrong, has been called spontanetty ; 
io distinguish it from that power which rational be- 
ings possess of beginning motion, and which, being 
accompanied with a consciousness of moral good and 
evil, is denominated liberty. 

Mental actions were mentioned; and them the 
mind performs without any dependance, that we can 
explain, on any bodily part. Bodily exertions do 
also take their rise in the mind, which has the power 
of beginning motion in the body, as well as in itself. 
But the human body, like every other piece of matier, 
possesses not in itself the power of beginning motion; 
and therefore bodily motions proceeding from the 
mind are not properly aciions of the body ; because, 
in regard to them, the body is only the pacsive instru: 
ment of the soul. The power of beginning motion, 
exerted of choice by rational and intelligent being, 
may be called volilien or wili, [tis in man the im- 
mediate cause of action. We mill to exert ourselves 
in recollection ; or attention; and at the same instant 
the act of reco}lecting or attending is begun: we nll 
fo move our arm, or leg. or any particular finger, and 
instantly it is moved; and we feel, that this energy 
of mind, which we call mill, is the cause of the mo- 
tion. But in what way, or by what means. the mind 
operates upon itself so as to protuge attention or re: 
collection. or upon the muscles that move the several 
parts of our body so as to give motion to those mus- 
cles, we can neither explain nor conceive. 

Some things we can, and others we cannot do: we 
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an walk, but we cannot fly. Those things it is im 
ur power to do which depend upon our will; and 
rom them proceeds whatever may be called moral or 
amoral, virtuous or vicious, praiseworthy or biama- 
le, in our Conduct. For no man is seriously blamed 
or praised for that in the perfurmance of which he is 
not considered as a free agent; that is, as one who 







had it in his power either to do or not todo. This, 
at according to the sense of the words agent and action, 





asalready explained, is saying nothing more, than 
that no Mana is seriously blamed or praised, except 
for actions done by himself, and not by another. 






ei Our mind and body are put in motion by the will; 
0D§ Mand philosophers have said, that the will is determin- 
od Boi by motives, purposes and intentions, or reasons. 





Granting this to be true, I cannot admit, that by such 
motives Or purposes the will is necrssarily determin- 
ed. Itis the will itself, or the self determining pow- 
er of the mind, that gives a motive that weight and 
inlueree whereby the will is determined: in other 
words, it depends on ourselves. whether we are to act 
from One motive or from another. A man, for ex- 
ample, is tempted to steal. His motive to commit 
the crime is the Jove of money; his motive to abstain 
isa regard to duty. If he suffer himself to be deter- 
mined by the former motive, he is a_ thief, and de- 
serves punishment; if he comply with the latter, he 
has done well. Now all the world knows and be- 
lieves, and the Jaws of every country suppose, that 
he had it in his power to act according to the impulse 
of either the one motive or the other; that is, that he 
had it in his power to give to either of them that in- 
uence which would determine his conduct. 

To set this matter in another light. Action im- 
ilies motion; and where there is not a power to be- 
zin motion, there cannot be action, there must always 
be rest. Now, though motion. when begun, may be 
communicated from ene body to another, nothing, so 
30 far as we know, can begin motion, but mind. if 
No. 1. Vol. J. 3 
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therefore motives or purposes bave in themselves ; 
power to determine necessarily the mind to act, they 
must also in theinselves possess the power of begin 
ning or communicating motion; that is they must be 
either minds or bodies. But a motive, such as the 
love of money, or a sense of duty, is neither a mind 
nor a body, and therefore cannot begin motion, nog 
consequently be of itself the immediate and neces 
sary cause of action. 

A motive may indeed raise within us a certain de 
sire or aversion, it may itself be that desire or aver 
sion when raised; but desire and aversion are so fa 
from being understood to be actions, that in all the 
languages we know they are called by a name corres 
ponding to the English word passions, and signifying 
not acting, but suffering, or being acted upon We 
may indeed act according to the impulse of aversion] 
or desire ; but still it is we that act; and it depends! 
upon our will, upon our power of self-determination,) 
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whether we are to act according to that impulse, or! is “ 
not. A hungry man has a great desire to eat; but! o 
within his reach there may be victuals, which though} wy 
he knows to be good, he may refrain from eating ;@. 
though at the same time he is conscious it is in bis] a 
power to eat, notwithstanding any motive, a regard ce 
to health for example, that may urge him to abstain. | void 
Every man has an aversion to pain and death; but ¢ 
whether a soldier shall flee from both, or bravely in * 
his country’s cause set both at defiance, depends en- J), , 
tirely upon himself as long at least as he retains the | vate 
use of reason, and the power of managing his limbs; @... 
that is as long as he is an accountable being. Bay: 
There are writers, who maintain, that the human | nd 
frame is wholly corporeal and that there is no good § het 
reason for distinguishing between the soul and the | ein 
body of man. This doctrine has been called mate- @. ‘i 
rialism. If I could acquiesce in it, 1 should perhaps 5 ow 
erant, that all human actions are necessary ; because, * 
being produced by one bodily part operating upon | : 
Beet: 
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‘nother, they must as really be the effects of mechan- 
Bim, as the motions of aclock. But if this he true ; and 
@{ motives, that is, thoughts and abstract ideas, have 
he power of producing human action; those motives 
sideas must have the power of putting that great 
Machine, the human body, or part of it at least, In 
notion, and must therefore themselves be either bo- 
lies, which inconceivable and impossible, or spirit, 
shich the materialist denies to be in human nature. 
Jere is a difficulty, which it seems impossible to get 
myer, without renouncing both materialism and ne- 
sity ; that is, without admitting, that there is in 
mn something which is not matter, and which has 
mic power of beginning motion both in itself, and in 
ve human body. 

Ido not here mean to enter minutely into the 
westion concerning liberty and necessity : first, be- 


, Muze LT have explained myself at some length on 


iat subject in another place; secondly, because to 
ive even a summary of all that has been written 
jout it would take up too much time; and, thirdly, 
@ccause in these moral inquiries I think it my duty to 
, @void controversy and unprofitable speculation, and 
@nfine myself to plain, practical, and useful truth. 
@iherefore only add a few miscellaneous remarks. 
@ihe first is, that the freedom of the human will is a 


_ @atter of fact and experience, whereof the human 


Bund is conscious, and which the language and be- 
@Xviour of mankind in all ages prove that they did, 
ad do, and must acknowledge. In all cases of con- 
@oct, in which I consider myself as an accountable 
Being, I feel that I have itin my power to do or not 
@0do, to speak or be silent. to speak truth or false- 
good, to do my duty or neglect it. And were I to 
Beak and act as if such things did not seem to me to 
@ in my power, the world would charge me with af- 
Aectation or insanity. 

Even those few speculative men, and they are but 
#*v, who in words deny the freedom of the will, do 





: 
ee ee 


28 The Christian Repository. 


yet in the ordinary affairs of life speak and act like 
other people ; making promises, giving advice, laying 
down rules and precepts, blaming certain actions as 
what ought not to have been done, and praising oth 
ers as right and what ought to be done: the propriety 
of which conduct it is not easy to reconcile, in a sat- 
isfuctory manner, to the tenets of these who teach as 
the advocates for necessity do, that no past action of 
our lives couid have been different from what it is, and 
that no future action cam be contingent, or such as it 
is in our powerto do or not todo. The condition of 
these theorists is similar to ‘hat of those who argue 
against the existence of matter. Both affirm what 
contradicts the opinion and experience, not of the 
vulgar only, but of the most acute philosophers, and 
of mankind ip general: both say, they believe that, 
which is inconsistent with what common sense taught 
them to believe, and with what they would still have 
believed, if they had kept to thetr natural sense of 
tiangs, and not perplexed themselves with metaphys- 
ical arguments: and both assert to be true what they 
cannot reduce to | raetice, and what is not warrant- 
ed by christianily or by the morality and politicks of 
any enlightened nation. 

With respect to the christian religion. as concern- 


ed in this matter; it may be observed, that one stren- | 


uous fatalist urges the doctrine of necessity, as an 
argument, either in faver of atheism, or against the 
turpitude of vice; and that another zealous necessa- 
rian, Who avows his belief both in God and in Christ, 
seems to admit, that the testimony of the sacred wri- 
ters is rather against necessity than for it. Judging, 
theo, either from the affirmation of the one, or from 
the concession of the other, we must infer, that the 
christian religion and the doetrine of necessity are 
not friendly to each other; which is indeed what the 


asserters of liberty have generally maintained. I! | 


necessity lead to atheism, or if it confound the dis- 
tinction of vice and virtue, (and I not only agree with 





Mr. 


qm | 
of a 


elar 
ley | 
only 
ques 
thet 
yeli 
to 7 
thit 
oth 
of t 
its 
me 
tal 
ert 
Wa 
bis 
int 


se 


to 
in 
| 
ib! 
a 
5 
" 
e 
n 











The Christian Repository. 29 


Wir. Hume, that it does either the one or the other, but 


am satisfied that it does both,) it is surely subversive 
of all religion. And if the sacred writers seem to de- 


clare in favor of liberty, (which I agree with Dr. Priest- 
ley that they do); and if it is from them and from them 


onty, that I learn what christianity %s; I must either 
question their infallibility as teachers, or | must with 
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as 
of them declare in favor of liberty. But, though the 
indy delief of necesity would, if l were capable of it, be fatal 
it to my religious and moral principles, I am far from 
off thinking. that it must have the same effect. on every 
ueg other person: different minds may no doubf conceive 
hata Of tt differently. Yet it is remarkable, that some of 
he its most distinguished advocates, of whom I shall only 
nd™ mention Spinosa, Hobbes, Collins, Hume and Vol- 
at, taire, were enemies to our faith; whereas of the mod- 
ht@ ern defenders of liberty I do not recollect one who 
vel Was nota christian. ‘he opinion of necessity, says 
of @ bishop Butier. seems to be the very basis upon which 
‘ge @ infidelity grounds tisell. 
ey We are permitted, and commaniied, to pray, we 
nt-@ consider it as a high privilege, amd most reasonable 
of @ service: we icel that it produces good effects on the 
mind; and our religion promises particular blessings 
n-@ to those whopious!y performit. But if every change 
n-@ in our minds for the better or for the worse. if ali the 
in@ blessings we can receive, and if our praying, or not 
he @ praying are all things necessary, and the unalterabie 
a- @ resalt of a long series of causes, that began to operate 
t, @ before we were vorn, and still continue to operate inde- 
i- B pendently on us, why is prayer, or indeed any thing 
y, @ else, enjoined asa duty ? and how are we te blame for 
m @ neglecting, or how can we be rewarded for doing, that 
e which it is not possible for ws either to do or to ne- 
e # clect ? In like manner, if no past action of our fives 
€ could have been diTYerent from what it is, wiv do we 
{ @ blame ourselves for any action of our past life? we 





may as reasonably blame ourselves for not havine 
fearned to fly, or for not coming into the world befor, 
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the present century. And yet, if we do not blame 
any part of our past conduct, we cannot repent of it; 
and if we do not repent, we cannot be saved. Here 
seems to be another strange and striking opposition 
between the doctrine of the New Testament, and 
that of the fatalist. In short, all the precepts of mo- 
rality and religion, all purposes of reformation, and 


all those sentiments of regret, selfcondemnation, and , 


sorrow which accompany repentance, proceed on @ 
supposition, that certain actions are so far in our pow- 
er, that we may either do them, or not do them. And 

most of the words we make use of in speaking of the 
morality of actions are, on the principles of those 
who deny free agency, unintelligible. Such are the 
words, ought, ought not, moral, immoral, merit, demer- 
it, reward, punishment, and many others. 

By a very zealous asserter of necessity, some eon- 
cessions have lately been made, which seem to con- 
vey notions of this doctrine, that are not much in its 
favour. He says that nothing can be plainer than the 
doctrine of necessity; that it is as certain as that two 
and two are four: and yet he admits, that nine tenths 
of the generality of mankind will always disbelieve it. 
W hat can this mean but that nine tenths of mankind 
are irrational; or that necessity is an incredible thing, 
notwithstanding its being as certain as that two and 
{wo are four; or that the teachers of this doctrine are 
unable to explain it ? Were it selfevident, I should 
crant, that argument could not make it plainer. But 
that cannot he self-evident, which nine tenths of man- 
kind deny, and which many of the aeutest philuso- 
phers that ever lived have to the satisfaction of thou 
rands proved to be absurd. 


pS _, 


Obituary. 
Br. Joszen Pike of Sutton, N. H. has been most 
peculiarly visited with affliction. Enjoying the so 
ciety of the most amiable of women, and children 
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syer dear to affection of parents, he has been called 
i part with all. Denia Pike, his companion died, 
June 30, 1819, aged 32 years; Enmizy, his oldest 
jaughter, May 11, 1813, aged 4 years and 4 months ; 
ADALINE, Nov. 13, 1815, aged 5 years and 3 months; 
ANDREW Jackson. March 15, 1816, aged 9 months; 
ind Pou.y, July 20, 1819, aged 7 years. 












_—_—_ 


To Mr. Joseph Pike. 


DEAR BROTHER, 
Tres lines are designed as a tribute justly 
due te the character of your worthy and departed 
friend; embracing, likewise, a notice of the loss of 
your childten. ‘lhe writer feels that you may have 
just reason to be sorry that they were not better exe- 
cuted ; but with all their faults a hope is entertained 
that the sentiment will be conceived to be just by 
every one who was so happy as to have, with her, a 
personal acquaintance. It is possible, in the eye of 
astranger, the beauties of the real poet, displayed on 
0 excellent a character as the subject of this poem, 
might lose more than a plainer piece, by being con- 
Hidered the mere paintings of his art. 
Ss. C. LOVELAND. 



















Wen I, my brother, heard that voice which calls 
The pallid messenger within thy walls, 

My soul from sympathy was taught to know 

That grief abides the traveller below. 

The things of time do swiftly pass away, 

Our friends, our joys, our lives. our ev ry day. 
Tceday we smile, to-morrow grieve and mourn, 
As one that feels the rod of God alone: 

Nor can we always to our minds explain 

The varied dealings of the great | AM. 

But this is taught the traveller of time, 

Content is gain, ’tis mis’ry to repire. 
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Can we accept from God’s paternal care 


W hat clouds our minds with darkness and despair? 


Is he unkind to him who feels his rod, 

W ho lays his friends beneath the earthly sod ? 
No! God is good ; his care is over all 

‘The race of man e’er since the sinful. fall. 

But such we find are our uniting ties, 

‘That sorrows wake, when kindred nature dies; 
Nor can we tell, before the test we know, 

W hat are the feelings of another’s woe. 


If poets claim the beauties of a name, 
Where worth and excellence unite with fame. 
Were mine, a Homer’s fire, a Virgil’s grace, 

f could not scorn !ov’d Delia’s name a place. 
Chaste in her life, in manners, social, free, 
With constant virtue, grace, and dignity ; 
Sparing of censure, ever fond of truth; 

A good example from her days of youth. 
One gift peculiar, as in actions known, 

Was great sedateness in her features shown. 
Seldom in one do better gifts unite, 

In equal excellence and mental light, 

Than in this favor’d of the human race, 
Was found bestow’d with happiness and grace. 


Horrors terrific ne’er her soul could seize, 
Though long she suffer’d, in her last disease. 
Though strength and life did daily waste away, 
Her mind was placid as a summer’s day. 

Who gave her being, gave her faith in him, 
Increasing as the lamp of life grew dim. 

The love of Christ renew’d within her breast, 
Naught her to view, beyond the grave, her rest; 
To bid farewel to all terrestrial things, 

And rise on pinions of celestial wings ; 

Calmly to leave the husband of her youth ; 

And one lov’d daughter, with the God of truth, 

W hose travel in this land of grief below 

Shall speed them through life’s pilgrimage of woe. 
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She shows the fulness of our Savior’s store, 
“Where sin abounded, grace abounds much more ;” 
Rejoic’d, enraptur’d with a Savior’s charms, 
View’d ev'ry one encompass’d in his arms. 






Setting affections on the things above, 
Nothing she view’d, could equal Jesus’ love ; 
No king of terror could with pow’r alarm, 
Nor earthly thing present a pleasing charm. 
Her bright example bids us all pursue, 

Till God shall call to bid this world adieu. 


What solemn thoughts my musing now employ, 
In retrospect of past and social joy ; 

Domestic joys, but joys forever fled, 

And little left but pond’rings on the dead. 

The bright remembrance of those days now gone, 
Like evening twilight to the rays of morn, 

Bear the impression weighty on the mine 

Of valu’d blessings ere they were resign’d. 

None in the evening would have mourn’d for light, 
Had morning ne’er been poured on his sight ; 
And is a gift less precious in our eyes 

Because the present day this gift denies ? 
Think then your'state, ye pensioners on earth; 
Learn to esteem, with gratifude, the worth 
Of all donations while they are allow’d, 
Since things eternal are not here bestow’d. 
























°Tis pleasing to behold the rising youth, 
Enrob’d in innocence, in life and truth; 
‘T'o see the health that in their features glows, 
Exceeding far the lily or the rose. 

Like beauteous fields in light of solar rays, 
They fill our hearts with gratitude and praise: 
But ere we think, some direful blast of night 
Destroys the objects of our fond delight. 

The babes are slain; the blooming children, fled ; 
By one rude foe all joined to the dead. 

So with our brothers in the dawn of life; 
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Like spring they rose, but fell in nature’s strife ; 
Call’d to the mansions of the men of yore, 
Their father sees their little eyes no more! 


Short is our stay, and short life’s blessings here, 
But brighter things beyond this vail appear ; 
Through faith in Christ our mental eyes behold 
Treasures exceeding far the purest gold, 

More lasting than this solid mass of earth, 

Or longest days from a terrestrial birth. 
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Tribute of Gratitude. 


My friends, the dearest tille giv’n 
Beneath the bending vault of heay’n, 
A name for which might angels vie, 
That dwell in realms of light on high, 
Hear, while I sing, in grateful lays, 
The noblest part of mortal praise, 


Give thanks to whom much honor’s due, 
And bear my warm respects to you. 


In Helicon’s harmonious springs, 


Ne’er did he bathe, who praiseful sings, 
Nor strive Parnassus’ heights to gain. 
Or court the Nine’s enrapt’ring strains; 


Still with a heart attun’d to joy, 


While grateful notes its strings employ, 
The song shall rise as high or higher, 


As though "twas from Apollo’s lyre, 


Were I but bourne on seraphs’ wings, 
Tro hear the notes which Gabriel sings, 


To learn the speech that angels use. 


And s0ngs. in sun-heams wrote. peruse, 


Fain would I then to earth descend, 
An: cheerful move from friend to friend, 


To thank my benef.ctors there, 
And all their generous deeds declare. 
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To you, blest donors! I would raise 
The sentimental song of praise, 

For gifts to me, my children, wife, 

The joint companions of my life. 

Your bounties crown my feastful board, 
And comfort, health and strength afford, 
And prattling infants’ smiles approve 
The kind expressions of your love. 


Friends of the destitute! to you 

The debt of cratitude is due ; 

E’en he, whose bosom now o’erflows, 
Is taught by ev’ry wind that blows 

To love, respect, and thank the friends, 
On whom for raiment he depends ; 
With heart sincere your favors own, 
And bear your names before the throne. 


As me ye clothe with worldly dress, 
May you be ro')’d in righteousness ; 

For bread, your liberal hands afford, 
Feast ye at yon angelic board-— 

Pluck heav’nly fruits from life’s fair tree, 
And drink the crystal current free ; 


Breathe purest air in realms above, 
Where gardens bloom with fiow’rs of love. 


And must the naked starving poor 


Shiver with cold from door to door ? 
Denied a home, and fire that warms, 


“Mid chilling wings and blustring storms: 


Hail, bounteous souls! ’tis yours to show, 
What heaw’n-imparted love can do, 
‘T'o disannul the dread decree 


Of sorrow, grief and poverty. 


By you the poor are freely fed. 
The sick befriended at their bed ; 


Your charity her mantle brings, 


Or broods them with her lovely wings. 
‘The widow’s mansion doth rejoice, 
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Made vocal by your friendly voice, 
Her tear-wet cheeks reflush’d again 
With rapture’s emile, forget their pain. 


As mildest rains on plants descend, 
wi And ali their kindly influence lend ; 
As pearly dew-drops fall from flowers, 


rr Amid the roseate, circling bowers ; 
i So doth compassion’s lovely tear 
a Assuage our grief. allay our fear, 


Impart delights before unknown, 
And lend us raptures not her own. 


mh Then rise, ye heav’n-bound souls! arise, 
i And claim your kindred with the skies ; 
There th’ immortal, bright abode, 


Waits your arrival—and your Lord 

ts With out-spread hands invites you home, 
i W hile angels bid you welcome come ; 

i And saints, exalted saints, prepare 

To hail your blest arrival there. 


R. STREETER. 
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Votice. 


Tac General Convention of Universalists will be 
holden, this year, at Claremont. N. H. the third Wed- 
nesday and Thursday in September; and the Nor- 
thern Association, in Reading, Vt. the fourth Wed- 
mesday and Thursday in the same month. 
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1. On future judgement. 
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/ ii. On future misery and punishment. 
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__ Christ’s preaching to the spirits in prison. 
EV. Onthe evidences of Christ’s resur- 
re, ction. 
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Vi. ‘the salvation of all men, necessary 


to a complete fulfilment of the law. Price 62 cents 
bound, 


A Discourse on the Blasphemy against the 
ffoly Ghost. 12 1-2cents. j 
The ‘Three Woe Trumpets, in two Dis- 


courses, delivered in the British parliament ; with two Dis- 
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